
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 June – 1 July 2018 Halle/Saale, Germany  
 

 

SILBERSALZ – Future Science Media: Documentary Campus and Robert Bosch 

Foundation host the first international festival for science and media in Halle/Saale. 

 

Stuttgart/Berlin/Halle, 8 November 2017 – From 28 June to 1 July 2018, Robert Bosch Stiftung 

GmbH and Documentary Campus e.V.will be hosting the first SILBERSALZ Science Film 

Festival in Halle/Saale. This multi-day public festival, which includes science and media industry 

from Germany and abroad, is the first in Germany to bring up current scientific topics with the 

general public. 

 

“Whether climate change, impending scarcity of resources, or cancer treatments – scientific 

researchers can do a lot to ensure that we will continue to live well. But this will only succeed if 

their work is firmly anchored in society, understood, and addressed”, says Dr Katrin Rehak, 

Head of the Science Department at the Robert Bosch Foundation. “In order to do so, both sides 

must learn how to listen and understand each other on an equal basis. The new festival offers 

exciting opportunities – especially for laypersons”, says Rehak. 

 

At the festival, documentaries, feature films, and animated films as well as interactive formats 

will tell stories from science and put visitors in scenarios of the future. Round-table discussions, 

freely accessible lectures and workshops will tie in with the topics and allow a creative 

exchange between experts and the general public. SILBERSALZ also offers a programme 

aimed at young people in order to pique their interest in science and challenge them to rethink 

the future. 

 

“We are pleased to be breaking new ground with this cross-media and interactive platform. 

Together with a creative team from the fields of science, media, and youth, we will be 

responsible for the content of the festival”, says Donata von Perfall, Director of Documentary 

Campus. The team includes experienced media professional Irem Couchouron, who will take 

over the artistic design of the festival. Scientific consultation is provided by Professor Dr Antje 

Boetius, Marine Researcher, Director of the Alfred-Wegner-Institut in Bremerhaven. She is also 

Chairwoman of the Steering Committee of Wissenschaft im Dialog, the leading initiative of 

science organisations in Germany which cooperates with SILBERSALZ. Responsible for the 

youth programme is Ilka Bickmann, Chairwoman of the non-profit organisation science2public, 

which is on board as a local partner in Halle. Since 2007, the association has been engaged in 

dialogue between science, politics, business, and society. 



       

 

“The festival follows the scientific tradition of the city of Halle.”, says Halle’s major Dr Bernd 

Wiegand. “The Leopoldina National Academy of Sciences has its headquarters here, and 

thanks to the large university, numerous scientific institutions, and participation in the nationwide 

competition “Zukunftsstadt” [City of the Future], Halle is also considered to be an outstanding 

location for science. This is also reflected in the name of the festival: In Halle, at the beginning 

of the 18th century, the scientist Johann Heinrich Schulz discovered the photosensitivity of silver 

salts, which was used for early photography and film development.” 

 

The festival is supported by the State Chancellery of the State of Saxony-Anhalt, the City of 

Halle, the Media Authority of Saxony-Anhalt, the Central German Multimedia Centre (MMZ), the 

Central German Broadcasting Corporation (mdr), and the Leopoldina National Academy of 

Sciences. 

 

SILBERSALZ - Future Science Media is initiated by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH and 

Documentary Campus e.V. For many years, he Robert Bosch Stiftung has been committed to 

building bridges between science and society. Documentary Campus has been successfully 

involved in the international education and training of documentary film-makers for 17 years. 

 

In the coming months, more information can be found at 

www.silbersalz-festival.com 

www.bosch-stiftung.de/wissenschaft 

www.documentary-campus.com 

 

 
About the Robert Bosch Foundation: 

Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH is one of the largest business-related foundations in Europe. In its non-profit work, it addresses social 

issues at an early stage and develops exemplary solutions. To this end, it develops and implements its own projects. It also 

promotes the initiatives of third parties that share the same objectives. 

The Robert Bosch Foundation is active in the fields of health, science, society, education and international relations. 

In the coming years, it will also focus its activities on three areas: 

- Migration, integration, and participation 

- Social cohesion in Germany and Europe 

- Sustainable living 

The Robert Bosch Foundation is committed to the values and role model of its founder, Robert Bosch, and continues his 

philanthropic work. With more than 50 years of experience, it has extensive knowledge in its areas of development, the skills 

needed to develop solutions, and an extensive network of partners, experts, and practitioners. 

The Robert Bosch Foundation is the sole sponsor of the Robert Bosch Hospital and the associated research institutes in Stuttgart – 

the Institute for the History of Medicine (IGM) and the Dr. Ing. Margarethe Fischer-Bosch-Institute for Clinical Pharmacology (IKP) – 

as well as the International Alumni Center (iac) in Berlin. It is a partner of the UWC Robert Bosch College in Freiburg and the 

German School Academy in Berlin. The Robert Bosch Foundation owns about 92 percent of the shares in Robert Bosch GmbH and 

is funded by the dividends it receives from this investment. Since its founding in 1964, the Robert Bosch Stiftung has donated more 

than €1.4 billion for its charitable work. 

 

About Documentary Campus e.V.: 

For 17 years, the non-profit organisation Documentary Campus has been one of the leading international initiatives in the education 

of documentary film-makers. With various programs such as the Documentary Campus Master School (a 10-month master class for 

European documentary film-makers) or Crossing Borders (a continuing education program for Asian and European film-makers), 

Documentary Campus calls on producers, writers, and directors. Not only does it provide skills for successfully producing on the 

international market but it also prepares the film-makers for working in the digital age. Furthermore, Documentary Campus 

organises public conferences with established festivals and markets. These are thematically oriented on the market, and top-class 

experts impart knowledge and stimulate discourse. Documentary Campus thus offers a valuable, international network platform that 

discusses and shapes the market of the future. 

http://www.bosch-stiftung.de/wissenschaft
file:///C:/Users/doku6/Documents/GroupWise/www.documentary-campus.com
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